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duty to act, nevertheless this is not the whole of life but that bit of
it only which is open to our understanding.
I shall wait with great impatience for the appearance of your new
book which will contain the so much needed criticism of the ortho-
dox political economy. The reading of every one of your books makes
clear to me more and more the truth and practicability of your
system. Still more do I rejoice at the thought that I may possibly
see you.
Tolstoy had touched upon one of George's convictions. Henry
George very definitely believed in a life after death. Yet his
religious attitudes were not fixed in any pattern. Having for his
personal friends clergymen of many Christian as well as non-
Christian denominations, he nevertheless had little liking for
dogmatic forms.
To him the label made no matter; one could live and preach
the message of "not I but thou * outside the church as well as in
it "Although I do not sympathize with any of these orders from
St. Anthony down/* as he had written to his sister-in-law back
in the days when he first knew her, "I am glad your lot is among
the Sisters of Charity, for they do not run away from human
nature, they seem to ennoble it.18
Twenty-five years later he wrote her, "Though you and I do
not think alike on all the little details, my faith is as firm as yours
that there is another life beyond this and I can think of growing
old and passing away without repining or wishing to change the
order of the Creator/'14
Loving liberty, he left his children to make their own choice
of religious expression, and for himself chose no creed on which
to hang his belief. He worshipped in any church, or, as was more
often the case, in none.
Also, he had no feeling for hard and fast nationalism any more
than he had for religious antagonism. "I am not concerned with
anyone's religious belief/' he wrote at the end of A Perplexed
Philosopher. "But I would have men think for themselves—
There are things which it is given to all possessing reason to
know, if they will but use that reason. And some things it may
be there are that—as was said by One whom the learning of the
time sneered at, and the high priests persecuted, and polite
society, speaking through the voice of those who know not what
they did, crucified—are hidden from the wise and prudent and
revealed unto babes/*15

